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PRESS RELEASE 

 

FROM: J. Jay Litten, Town Manager 

DATE: August 17, 2021 

 

BRIDGEWATER HIRES POLICE CHIEF 

 

With about six weeks left in Chief Joe Simmons’ tenure as Police Chief, the Town of Bridgewater 

announces the selection of his replacement.  Effective October 1, 2021, Bridgewater’s Chief will be 

Phillip A. Read, currently a Lieutenant in the Harrisonburg Police Department.  Read’s employment 

will begin on September 5, and he will work alongside Chief Simmons until October 1. 

Under the terms of Bridgewater’s charter, Read’s appointment was made by Jay Litten, the Town 

Manager.  Litten said, “In hiring Phillip, we selected one of our own.  He is a Town resident, and he 

applied because he loves the Town.  Obviously, he will bring experience and knowledge to the 

position, but it was his passion for Bridgewater which separated him from everyone else we talked to.”  

Litten said he selected Read from approximately 35 applicants for the job, noting that “people know 

this is a great place to work and live.” 

In Harrisonburg, Read is the Patrol Division Commander, leading a unit of 63 officers, and he also 

commands the SWAT team.  In 2011, he received the Harrisonburg Police Department’s Medal of 

Valor.  In 2018, he received HPD’s Award of Excellence, and in 2019, he was the Harrisonburg Police 

Foundation’s Supervisor of the Year.  Before joining the city’s police department, he served in the 

Virginia Army National Guard in both Afghanistan and Iraq.  He was awarded the Bronze Star for 

exceptionally meritorious service. 

Read holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from JMU and a Master’s Degree from Liberty University in 

Criminal Justice and Public Administration. 

Regarding his appointment, he said, “I’m thrilled to be Bridgewater’s next Police Chief.  It will be an 

honor to uphold Chief Simmons’ legacy.  What could be more rewarding than making life better in 

your own hometown?” 

Mayor Ted Flory was pleased with the hire, saying, “No one will fill Chief Simmons’ footprints, but 

with his experience and energy, Chief Read is going to leave some impressive footprints of his own.” 

 



 

 
Phillip A. Read 

 

Questions may be directed to the Town at the B-Connected line:  (540) 908-4212. 

 


